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Lieutenant Colonel Rascon came out
of retirement and joined the United
States Army Reserves and served this
Nation in both Iraq and Afghanistan in
our recent conflicts.

It is for his amazing valor and her-
oism that I am proud and humbled to
honor and remember the actions of
Lieutenant Colonel Alfred Velazquez
Rascon.

HONORING SERGEANT ROBERT
EMMETT O'MALLEY

(Mr. CONAWAY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the heroic efforts of
Marine Corps Sergeant Robert Emmett
O’Malley of Goldthwaite, Texas.

Sergeant O’Malley was a squad leader
with Company I, 3rd Marines, during
the Vietnam War, and was awarded the
Medal of Honor for supreme bravery in
action on August 18, 1965.

Sergeant O’Malley’s unit came under
heavy enemy fire while conducting an
amphibious assault on an enemy posi-
tion during Operation Starlite. Dis-
regarding his own safety, Sergeant
O’Malley charged forward and Kkilled
eight enemy soldiers. Then he directed
his men to fire on the enemy, with
deadly effect. He also rallied his squad
to help an adjacent Marine unit suf-
fering heavy casualties.

Although he was wounded, Sergeant
O’Malley refused to allow medics to
treat him, insisting instead on helping
evacuate wounded marines. After being
wounded a third time, Sergeant
O’Malley refused to yield the engage-
ment until all of his men were ac-
counted for.

It is for his valor, leadership, and
courageous efforts on behalf of fellow
marines that I am proud to represent
Sergeant Robert Emmett O’Malley of
the 11th Congressional District of
Texas.

————

HONORING CAPTAIN PAUL
WILLIAM BUCHA

(Mr. HIMES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, I'm thrilled
tonight to join my colleagues in hon-
oring these extraordinary men and
women who have been awarded the
Medal of Honor.

I rise today to honor the manifest
bravery and courage of my constituent,
Captain Paul William Bucha of the
United States Army, Ridgefield, Con-
necticut.

Captain Bucha was awarded the
Medal of Honor for gallantry in action
during March 16-19, 1968, in Vietnam.
For 3 days, on a mission to seek and
destroy enemy ©positions, Captain
Bucha led his 89-man unit through in-
tense combat. On March 18, a North Vi-
etnamese battalion with numerical su-
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periority pinned down the forward
units of his company. When Captain
Bucha discovered the origins of the
heaviest fire, he maneuvered into posi-
tion and single-handedly eliminated
the enemy position. Due to his excep-
tional leadership and guidance during
the 3-day engagement, Captain Bucha’s
men held their position, refused to
yield, and inflicted considerable cas-
ualties upon the superior enemy force.
It is for his extraordinary heroism
and exemplary leadership that I'm
proud to honor and remember the ac-
tions of Captain Paul William Bucha.

——————

HONORING LIEUTENANT COLONEL
JAMES MICHAEL SPRAYBERRY

(Mrs. ROBY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor Lieutenant Colonel James Mi-
chael Sprayberry of the United States
Army.

Raised in Sylacauga, Alabama, he
joined the Army in Montgomery, Ala-
bama, in 1967. Lieutenant Sprayberry
was just 21 years old and serving with
the 1st Cavalry Division in Vietnam
when, on April 25, 1968, he engaged in
extraordinary acts of heroism for
which he was awarded the Medal of
Honor.

On that day, his company com-
mander and many of his fellow soldiers
were wounded and separated from the
unit. When a daytime rescue attempt
was deterred by entrenched enemy ma-
chine-gun fire, Lieutenant Colonel
Sprayberry organized and led a night-
time patrol to eliminate the enemy fire
and rescue his fellow surrounded sol-
diers.

When the patrol came under intense
enemy machine-gun fire, he single-
handedly conducted multiple attacks
against multiple enemy machine-gun
bunkers and eliminated them one by
one with hand grenades. After destroy-
ing bunkers, he was able to direct the
isolated men to safety. The operation
was a resounding success and resulted
in the safe return of many fellow sol-
diers.

It is for his conspicuous gallantry
and indomitable spirit that I am proud
to honor the actions of Lieutenant
Colonel James Michael Sprayberry.

HONORING STAFF SERGEANT
HIROSHI H. MIYAMURA

(Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mex-
ico asked and was given permission to
address the House for 1 minute and to
revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mexico.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor the
heroic efforts of Staff Sergeant Hiroshi
H. Miyamura of the United States
Army, who called Gallup, New Mexico,
home.

Sergeant Miyamura was with the 3rd
Infantry Division and was awarded the
Medal of Honor for extreme bravery in
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action from April 24-25, 1951, near
Taejon-ni, Korea. Staff Sergeant
Miyamura’s company was holding a de-
fensive position when a strong enemy
force launched a surprise attack to
overrun them. Understanding the se-
verity of the situation, Staff Sergeant
Miyamura hustled to the line and
plunged into the oncoming enemy
forces with his bayonet, killing 10 of
the attackers.

During the second assault, he used
his machine-gun, taking out the
enemy. He insisted that his men pull
back while he covered their with-
drawal. While unloading on the en-
emy’s advances, Staff Sergeant
Miyamura killed at least 50 and pro-
vided a safe withdrawal of his unit.

It is for his heroism and distin-
guished service that I am proud to
honor and remember the actions of
Staff Sergeant Hiroshi H. Miyamura.

HONORING CORPORAL RODOLFO
PEREZ “RUDY” HERNANDEZ

(Mrs. ELLMERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. ELLMERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the heroic efforts of
Corporal Rodolfo Perez ‘“Rudy’” Her-
nandez of the United States Army.

Corporal Hernandez was with Com-
pany G, 187th Airborne Regimental
Combat Team, and was awarded the
Medal of Honor for visible gallantry in
action on May 31, 1951 in Korea. His
platoon was in a defensive position on
Hill 420 when it came under heavy at-
tack by enemy forces. Although his
comrades were forced to withdraw, Cor-
poral Hernandez stood his ground.
When his machine-gun jammed, he val-
iantly charged with rifle and bayonet
straight into the attacking force and
he was seriously injured by a grenade
blast. Due to Corporal Hernandez’s he-
roic charge, the enemy advance was
stalled long enough for his unit to
mount a counteroffensive and retake
the hill.

It is for this extraordinary courage in
action that I am proud to honor and re-

member the actions of Corporal
Rodolfo Perez Hernandez.
————
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HONORING MAJOR FREDERICK
EDGAR FERGUSON

(Ms. SINEMA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the heroic efforts of
Major Frederick Edgar Ferguson of the
United States Army. Major Ferguson
served in the 1st Cavalry Division and
was awarded the Medal of Honor for su-
preme gallantry in action on January
31, 1968, in the Republic of Vietnam.
Today he lives in Chandler, Arizona, in
the district I have the honor of rep-
resenting.
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